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Every  Annual  Subscriber  is  privileged  to 
have  one  patient  at  a  time  in  the  Hospital. 

Recommendations  must  be  countersigned  by 
the  Physician 9  previously  to  the  admission  of 
the  patient. 

A  Ward  is  appropriated  to  such  patients  as 
may  be  able  to  defray  their  own  expenses . 
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AT  A 

MEETING 

OF  THE 

SUBSCRIBERS  AND  FRIENDS 

OF  THE 

WHITWORTH  HOSPITAL, 

In  the  Committee  Room,  No.  16,  Upper  Sachiille-slreet 

ON  TUESDAY,  22 D  FEBRUARY,  1825, 

THE  HON.  JUDGE  VANDELEIJR  IN  THE  CHAIR , 

The  following  Resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted,  viz. 

Resolved,  That  the  Report  now  read,  and  the  state¬ 
ment  of  the  Accounts,  be  received,  and  printed,  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  proceedings  of  this  Meeting,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Committee  for  the  present  Year. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Subscribers  are 
due,  and  are  hereby  offered  to  the  Treasurer,  Secretary , 
and  Committee  for  the  past  Year,  and  to  the  Consulting 
Physician,  Physician,  and  Surgeon,  for  their  efficient 
services  to  the  Hospital. 

Resolved,  That  the  Thanks  of  the  Subscribers  are 
respectfully  offered  to  the  Ladies’  Committee  for  the 
past  Year,  for  their  kind  attention  to  the  internal  ma¬ 
nagement  of  the  Hospital,  and  the  comfort  of  the  Pa¬ 
tients  •  and  that  they  be  requested  to  continue  their 

laudable  and  useful  Services. 

Resolved,  That  the  following  constitute  the  Offi¬ 
cers  of  the  Hospital  for  the  ensuing  Year,  viz.  the 
Treasurers,  Sub-Treasurer,  Secretary,  and  Committee. 
[See  Page  4.] 

Resqlved?  That  in  future  the  Subscriptions  to  this 
Hospital  shall  become  due  on  the  5th  day  of  January, 
and  the  Accounts  of  the  House  shall  be  made  up  to  the 

same  d&to., 
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Resolved,  That  this  Meeting  views  with  deep  inte¬ 
rest  the  progress  of  this  Institution,  by  which  all  Classes 
in  its  neighbourhood  have  been  relieved  from  the  danger 
of  Contagion ;  and  private  Patients  have  found  an  Asy¬ 
lum,  when  prudence  required  their  removal  from  fami¬ 
lies  ;  and  that  the  Hospital,  under  its  present  arrange¬ 
ments,  appears  well  calculated  to  effect  all  the  good 
which  its  first  benevolent  projectors  had  so  long  anti¬ 
cipated. 

Resolved,  That  we  witness  with  pleasure  the  ex¬ 
treme  ceconomy  that  has  been  observed  in  every  Depart¬ 
ment  of  this  Institution ;  the  whole  of  the  Expenditure 
of  which  has  not  amounted  to  £300  for  the  last  Year. 

Resolved,  That  having  observed  with  great  satis¬ 
faction  the  zeal  and  attention  of  Dr.  Morgan,  and  his 
skill  in  the  treatment  of  the  Patients  in  the  Hospital,  we 
consider  him  entitled  to  the  particular  Thanks  of  this 
Meeting. 

(Signed) 

T.  B.  VANDELEUR. 

The  Hon.  Judge  Vandeleur  having  left  the  Chair, 
and  the  Rev.  Arthur  M4Gwire  having  been  called  thereto, 

Resolved,  That  the  respectful  Thanks  of  this  Meet¬ 
ing  be  presented  to  the  Hon.  Judge  Vandeleur,  for  his 
kindness  in  taking  the  Chair  at  this  Meeting,  and  for  his 
uniform  patronage  and  support  to  this  Hospital ;  and 
that  he  be  respectfully  requested  to  allow  his  name  to 
be  enrolled  as  a  Vice-President  of  this  Institution. 

(Signed) 


A.  M‘GWIRE. 
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REPORT, 
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THE  Committee  feel  happy  in  being  able  to  congra¬ 
tulate  the  Donors  and  Subscribers  to  this  Institution  on 
its  present  state.  On  the  first  Day  of  this  Year,  it  had 
been  some  Months  closed,  without  Funds,  and  in  Debt 
above  Five  Hundred  Pounds.  The  benevolence  of  a 
few  Friends  enabled  it  to  re-open  in  March  last,  since 
which  it  has  relieved  One  Hundred  and  Sixty-six.  Pa», 
tients, — supported  its  own  expenses,— and  paid  oft’  a 
considerable  portion  of  its  Debt.  ‘  , 

This  Hospital  was  erected  in  the  Year  1818,  for  the 
admission  of  Fever  Patients,  and  the  number  it  relieved 
during  the  alarming  period  of  the  Epidemic  Fever,  is 
the  best  proof  that  it  had  fully  answered  the  benevolent, 
intention  of  its  Founders;  but  when  the  progress  of  the 
Disease  was  arrested  by  the  return  of  more  genial  Sea¬ 
sons,  the  interests  of  this  Institution  became  so  neglected 
—so  forgotten  by  the  Public,  that  its  Funds  were  not, 
adequate  to  defray  the  ground-rent,  and  the  Salaries  of 
those  immediately  connected  with  the  Hospital,  much 
less  to  support  Patients,  and  liquidate  the  Debt  una¬ 
voidably  contracted  in  fitting  up  and  completing  the 
Building  :~->When  every  hope  of  maintaining  it  had 
been  abandoned,  and  it  became  the  reluctant  duty  of 
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the  Committee  to  deliberate  whether  the  Trustees  should 
not  sell  the  House  and  Ground  for  the  payment  of  the 
Debt,  an  alternative  was  adopted  at  the  suggestion  of  one 
of  your  Trustees,  viz :  that  of  converting  it  into  a 
General  Hospital :  and  it  is  but  justice  to  the  distin¬ 
guished  Individual  with  whom  it  originated,  to  acknow¬ 
ledge,  that  the  wisdom  and  expediency  of  his  proposal 
has  been  fully  established  by  the  result ;  for  this  change 
has  proved  most  beneficial  to  the  public — has  given  sa¬ 
tisfaction  to  every  Subscriber  who  has  had  occasion  to 
recommend  a  Patient, — and  has  not  only  procured  a 
considerable  augmentation  to  its  Funds  within  a  few 
Months,  but  promises  to  ensure  it  increasing  patronage. 
Many  difficulties,  however,  were  to  be  overcome  be¬ 
fore  this  desirable  object  could  be  accomplished.  A 
Debt  of  Five  Hundred  Pounds  on  the  one  hand,  and  a 
rapidly  decreasing  Subscription  list ;  while,  on  the  other, 
an  available  fund  was  required  to  meet  present  demands, 
and  a  reasonable  assurance  that  the  public  would  sup¬ 
port  it,  before  any  measures  for  its  revival  could  be 
adopted.  To  bring  the  matter  at  once  to  the  test,  and 
to  determine  the  means  to  be  pursued,  a  Public  Meeting 
was  called  on  the  6th  of  January,  1824,  at  which  the 
Bight  Hon.  the  Lord  Mayor,  as  one  of  the  Vice-Presi¬ 
dents,  the  Sheriffs,  and  other  Gentlemen  of  consequence 
attended;  the  causes  of  its  embarrassment  were  investi¬ 
gated,  and  having  appeared  to  have  originated  in  the 
expenses  incurred  by  building,  and  in  the  subsequent 
change  of  circumstances,  as  before  alluded  to,  the  Sum 
of  JP240  was  at  the  moment  subscribed — by  which, 
with  the  aid  of  a  Charity  Sermon  in  a  few  Months  after, 
which  his  Excellency  the  Marquis  Wellesley  honoured 
with  his  presence  and  a  liberal  donation,  the  Committee 
was  enabled  to  re-open  the  Institution  on  a  scale  com- 
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mensurate  with  the  extent  prescribed  by  its  limited  re¬ 
sources. 

In  adapting  the  Establishment  to  its  limited  means* 
and  consequently  circumscribed  exertions,  the  Commit¬ 
tee  were  guided  by  those  measures  which  would  most 
conduce  to  usefulness,  good-order,  and  ceconomy. 

It  was  but  too  obvious  that  it  had  ceased  to  be  inte¬ 
resting  to  the  Subscribers  as  a  Fever  Hospital  Indeed 
many  did  not  hesitate  to  avow  that  they  could  see  no 
necessity  for  its  longer  continuance ;  that  as  there  was 
ample  accommodation  for  Fever  Patients  in  the  other 
Fever  Hospitals,  and  ordinary  means  were  now  sufficient, 
extraordinary  exertions  might  cease,— —and  such  senti¬ 
ments  were  undeniable.  One  of  the  measures,  there¬ 
fore,  was  to  render  the  Institution  more  useful,  by  con¬ 
verting  it  into  a  General  Hospital  for  medical  diseases, 
without  excluding  those  cases  for  which  the  Hospital 
was  originally  established, —  a  class  of  Hospital  confess¬ 
edly  too  limited  in  this  City  for  the  wants  of  the  suffer¬ 
ing  applicants  ;  and  a  hope  was  then  entertained,  which 
has  since  been  fully  realized,  that  an  Hospital  on  a  scale 
so  moderate  as  this  is,  would  be  more  favourable  to  the 
good  order  and  morality  of  its  inmates,  than  one  in 
which  a  number  of  all  ranks  and  characters  were  neces¬ 
sarily  mingled  together. 

On  strictly  investigating  the  causes  of  the  defection  of 
the  Subscribers,  another  reason  besides  that  already  as¬ 
signed  became  manifest.  Illness  alone  had  been  sufficient 
recommendation  for  the  admission  of  Patients,  and  even 
when  a  Subscriber  had  recommended  a  Patient,  there 
was  no  established  means  by  which  he  should  be  in¬ 
formed  whether  his  Patient  had  ever  been  attended  to, 
and  if  so,  what  was  the  result  of  that  attention  ;  the 
majority  of  the  Subscribers  were  therefore  ignorant  of 
the  benefit  they  had  been  instrumental  in  so  silently' 
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performing,  and  therefore  withheld  their  aid  from  it 
bestow  it  on  other,  and  as  it  appeared,  to  them,  better 
objects,  Hence  the  measure  which  has  since  been 
acted  on 9  of  confining  the  admissions  to  the  Patients 
recommended  by  Subscribers,  and  of  announcing  to  them 
by  printed  forms,  when  the  Patient  has  been  received, 
and  when  dismissed,  and  what  is  the  particular  issue 
of  the  case.  This  latter  measure  has  been  generally  gra¬ 
tifying  to  the  Subscribers  :  some  of  the  poor  have  thus 
been  discovered  to  have  been  mere  complainers,  for  the 
extortion  of  alms,  while  the  cases  of  the  deserving  have 
been  thus  again  presented  to  the  minds  of  the  benevo¬ 
lent,  and  by  which  an  opportunity  was  afforded  to  such, 
of  assisting  them  at  their  homes  until  suitable  occupa¬ 
tions  were  provided  for  them. 

To  assist  the  Funds,  and  render  useful  a  Ward 
which  would  otherwise  be  closed,  one  of  the  apartments 
was  neatly  fitted  out  for  the  reception  of  Patients  who 
could,  defray  their  own  expenses.-— Some  respectable  in¬ 
dividuals  have  availed  themselves  of  its  accommodations, 
and  both  they  and  their  friends  who  visited  them,  ex¬ 
pressed  themselves  much  pleased  with  the  comfort  it 
afforded,  and  the  attention  they  received. 

Besides  those  measures  for  the  acquirement  of  F  unds, 
the  Committee  were  equally  careful  as  to  their  expendi¬ 
ture.  The  most  rigid  ceconomy  was  enforced  in  every 
department,  by  which  a  saving  was  effected  of  nearly 
One  Hundred  Pounds  per  annum  in  the  current  expenses. 

The  arrangements  of  the  Institution  are  simple  and 
effective.  Every  recommendation  of  a  Subscriber  is 
forwarded  to  the  Physician,  who  makes  himself  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  case,  and  having  determined  whether 
it  be  one  suited  to  the  care  of  this  Hospital,  he  either 
confirms  the  recommendation,  or  should  the  limited 
number  be  filled,  or  the  case  one  not  to  be  received,  he 


11. 

in  general  procures  admission  for  the  i  aticnt  into  some 
other  suitable  Hospital. 

rphe  immediate  attendants  on  the  Patients  are  the  fol¬ 
lowing  a  resident  Medical  Superintendent,  a  Matron, 
a  Nurse,  two  Female  Servants,  and  a  Porter,  with  the 
occasional  assistance  of  a  night-nurse. 

The  Physician  visits  the  Hospital  daily,  and  in  some 
rases  oftener,  and  in  the  interval  commits  the  care  of  the 
Patients,  and  the  fulfilment  of  the  prescribed  measures 
to  the  resident  Medical  Superintendent :  The  Surgeon 
attends  as  often  as  his  professional  assistance  is  required* 
and,  in  any  case  of  doubt  or  difficulty,  they  have 
the  co-operation  of  the  Consulting  Physician.  The  re¬ 
sident  Medical  Superintendent,  as  the  representative  of 
the  Physician,  issues  his  directions  to  the  Nurse,  and.  as¬ 
certains  by  frequent  visits  to  the  Wards,  that  these  have 
been  obeyed.  The  Matron  has  the  care  of  the  domestic 
economy,  and  sees  that  the  wants  of  the  Patients  are  duly 
supplied  ;  and  to  ensure  the  utmost  attention  to  their  com¬ 
fort,  the  Committee  of  Ladies  who  kindly  undertook  to 
visit  the  Hospital,  and  inspect  its  internal  economy,  per¬ 
sonally  ascertain  that  the  requisite  care  has  been  bestow  ed 
on  each  of  its  inmates.  The  Committee  feel  much  in¬ 
debted  to  those  Ladies  for  their  benevolent  exertions ; 
and  they  cannot  but  congratulate  the  Subscribers  on  the 
acquisition  of  their  very  efficient  aid. 

The  Funds  by  which  this  Hospital  has  been  support¬ 
ed  during  the  last  year,  have  been  derived  from  the 
following  sources,  viz. The  Donations  received  after 
the  Public  Meeting  ;  the  proceeds  of  the  Charity  Ser¬ 
mon  ;  the  Annual  Subscriptions,  and  the  Contributions 
of  the  private  patients for  the  particulars  of  which 
the  Committee  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  annexed  ac¬ 
count. 


» 


It 


Finally — this  Hospital  has  given  very  general  satis¬ 
faction  to  all  who  have  had  business  with  it ;  its  Funds 
are  increasing — much  of  its  Debt  has  been  paid, — and 
its  progressive  improvement  under  many  disadvantages 
since  it  re-opened,  is  a  pledge  such  as  the  Committee 
can  offer  with  confidence  for  its  future  success. 


SUB-TREASURER  IN  ACCOUNT  WITH  THE  WHITWORTH  HOSPITAL,  DRUMCONDRA. 
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Audited  by  us  this  10th  Feb.  1825. 

Benjamin  Guinness, 


PRIVATE  PATIENTS. 


Date. 

1824 
Mar.  24, 
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May  6, 
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Dec.  17- 

1125 
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25, 
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Mr.  R.  B. 

Mr.  J.  R. 
Mr.  I.  S. 

W.  Y. 

I  Mr.  H.  M. 
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Bishop  of  Kildare,  1 
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Mrs.  Glennon,  Ballybough-br.  1 
Mr.  Hulbert,  Bride- st.  1 

N.  Ball,  Eccles-st.  3 

E.  MLDowel,  Esq.  M.D.  do.  j  3 
~  South  King-st.  ]  1 
~  '  Eccles-st.  9 

A.  Pollock,  Esq.  Capel-st.  2 
CB.  Willock,  Esq.' South  \J  r 
"I  Gt.  George’s-st.  J  j  ° 

E.  M'Dowel,  Esq.  M.D.  \  j  q 
Eccles-street.  f 
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Mr.  Yandell,  Charles-st.  j  1 

Mr.  Moore,  Church-st.  ;  1 


£40 


r.  d. 
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2  9 
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10  0 
2  0 
5  6 
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Donation*  *  Subscriptions 


Adair,  Henry,  Esq.  Mountjoy-sq. 
Adams,  Robert,  Esq.  Gardiner-st. 
Alexander,  Wm.  Esq.  Richmond-st. 
Arnold,  —  Esq.  Drumcondra. 
Ahonymous,  per  H.  G.  Esq. 

Alix,  Rev.  W.  A.  per  Miss  Kiernan, 
Balfour,  Mrs.  Rutland- square,  W. 

Blackburne,  F.  Esq.  per  Judge  Van-  \ 
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MEDICAL  REPORT 


WITHIN  the  last  Eleven  Months,  166  Patients  have 
been  relieved  by  this  Hospital.  Of  these,  154  were  In¬ 
tern,  and  twelve  only  were  Extern  Patients. 

The  following  Table  exhibits  a  simple  view  of  the 
Cases,  the  particular  result  of  each,  together  with  the 
total  number  in  each  disease 


Cured 

Relvd. 

Died 

Total, 

Febres  (Continuae,) 

- 

76 

«  « 

7 

83 

Hydrocephalus, 

0® 

2 

... 

1 

3 

Pleuritis 

* 

11 

9  9  9 

2 

13 

Hepatitis 

- 

3 

1 

2 

6 

Rheumatismus, 

- 

3 

1 

... 

4 

Cynanche  Tonsillaris, 

- 

1 

6  9  0 

1 

Bronchitis, 

w 

•  *  « 

1 

1 

Inflammationes  Locales, 

- 

5 

5 

Erysipelas, 

SSI 

1 

1 

Scarlatina, 

3 

•  #  * 

3 

Urticaria, 

- 

1 

1 

Phthisis, 

- 

1 

6 

4 

Haemoptysis,  - 

- 

2  j 

1 

1 

4 

Haematemesis, 

- 

1 

9  9  9 

1 

Menorrhagia,  - 

OB 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

Catarrh  us. 

m 

4 

9  9  9 

4 

. Vesica3, 

- 

®  9  « 

1 

1 

2 

Dysenteria, 

5 

9  9  9 

5 

Cholera, 

- 

4 

9  9  9 

4 

Diarrhoea,  -  - 

1 

9  9  9 

1 

Asthma, 

9  9  9 

!  i 

1 

Pertussis, 

2 

9  9  9 

2 

Hemiplegia, 

- 

„  ®  ® 

8 

3 

Ascites, 

- 

3 

9  9  9 

2 

5 

Anasarca, 

•  *1 

1 

9  9  9 

1 

Icterus, 

- 

1 

9  9  9 

1 

Amenorrhoea,  - 

OS 

1 

9  9  9 

1 

Gall-stones, 

- 

•  e  • 

1 

1 

Enlarged  Spleen, 

al 

•  •  • 

9  »  9 

1 

— — -  Mamma, 

- 

1 

9,9  9 

1 

Scirrhus  Uteri, 

- 

'  ... 

9  9  9 

1 

1 

Old  Age, 

- 

... 

9  9  9 

2 

2 

Total,  - 

-  J 

134 

12  j 

20 

166 

— ■  »  . — — — 


Of  these,  13  remain  in  Hospital 


t 
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From  this  statement  it  appears  that  eighty-three,  or 
one  half  of  the  total  admitted,  were  Fever  Cases, 
These  have  been  kept  apart  from  the  others,  so  far  as  that 
was  practicable,  and  in  no  instance  has  contagion  been 
conveyed  from  one  Patient  to  another. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  range  of  Contagion  is  very 
limited,  that  when  it  is  diluted  by  the  free  admission  of 
pure  air,  it  is  rendered  comparatively  inert,  and  that, 
to  enable  it  to  take  effect  in  any  individual  case,  not  only 
must  a  sufficient  charge  of  contagion  be  conveyed,  but 
it  must  meet  with  a  predisposition  to  receive  it.  44  The 
44  utility  of  Fever  Hospitals,  considered  with  a  view  to 
44  the  prevention  of  the  dissemination  of  contagion,  there- 
44  fore,  consists  in  withdrawing  Typhous  Patients  from 
44  their  own  crowded  and  ill- ventilated  dwellings,  where 
64  the  Disease  would  be  multiplied  and  diffused,  and 
44  there  can  be  no  doubt  that,  by  this  precaution,  the 
44  health  of  the  community  has  been  preserved,  and  the 
44  ravages  of  this  very  formidable  malady  have  been  most 
44  happily  arrested.  We  must  not,  however,  in  our  zeal 
44  for  those  Institutions,  forget,  that  all  these  benefits 
44  may  be  obtained  by  any  General  Hospital,  and  there 
44  can  be  no  doubt  that  all  Hospitals  can,  with  perfect 
44  safety  to  the  other  Patients,  and  to  the  Attendants  of 
44  the  Hospital,  admit  persons  affected  with  Fever  :  but 
44  their  admission  must  be  proportioned  to  the  size  of  the 
44  Hospital,  the  number  of  its  Wards,  its  situation,  and 
44  the  state  of  its  ventilation  :  for  the  Records  of  almost 
44  every  Hospital  will  prove,  that  under  these  restric- 
44  tions,  this  step  may  be  taken  with  perfect  safety  to 
44  others  ?—Meijler  on  Ventilation,  p.  96. 

Some  of  the  cases  of  Fever  were  truly  interesting,  as 
affording  instructive  proofs  of  the  utility  of  an  early  and 
watchful  care  to  relieve  inordinate  vascular  action  in  any 
important  organ*  The  measures  resorted  to  were  de- 
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duced  from  the  degree  of  violence,  and  seat  of  the  dis¬ 
ease.  In  a  few  cases  Venesection  was  preferred ;  in 
others  Arteriotomy,  or  in  milder  cases,  the  application 
of  Leeches ;  and  the  value  of  those  measures  manifestly 
depended  on  the  early  stage  in  which  they  were  em¬ 
ployed,  and,  whether  early  or  late,  the  steadiness  with 
which  they  were  pushed  until  the  desired  relief  was  ac¬ 
complished  ;  and  the  speed  and  uniformity  of  the  subse¬ 
quent  convalescence  appeared  indicative  of  the  degree  of 
relief  thus  obtained.  Cases,  of  course,  occurred,  in 
which  no  symptom  appeared  which  demanded  the  aid  of 
blood-letting,  and  it  was  therefore  not  employed  under 
the  idea  of  its  being  a  specific ;  but  others  arose  in  which, 
although  at  first  sight  such  a  remedy  appeared  to  be  far 
from  indicated,  yet  more  mature  deliberation  led  to  its 
free  use,  and  with  advantages  too  obvious  to  leave  a 
doubt  of  its  paramount  importance.  The  real  nature  of 
the  case  seemed  masked  by  the  more  prominent  symp¬ 
toms  of  debility :  prostration  of  strength,  dull  pains  in 
the  back  and  extremities,  were  the  most  urgent  com¬ 
plaints  of  these  patients,  while  the  feeble,  oppressed 
pulse,  stupid  countenance,  sleepy  intervals,  and  diffi¬ 
culty  of  moving,  sitting  up,  or  otherwise  assisting  him¬ 
self,  would  have  supported  the  idea  of  debility,  did  not 
the  early  stage  of  the  disease,  the  injected  eye,  the  heat¬ 
ed  temples,  the  dry  white  tongue,  and  the  deep  snore, 
prove  it  to  be  but  a  counterfeit,  and  direct  the  attention 
to  the  true  seat  of  the  disease,  viz. :  the  oppressed  brain. 
In  other  cases,  a  careful  inspection  of  the  secretions  dis¬ 
covered  the  continuing  cause  of  the  Fever,  at  least  the 
amendment  kept  pace  with  the  visible  improvement  in 
those  discharges,  wrought  by  alterative  doses  of  mer¬ 
curials,  accompanied  with,  or  followed  by,  the  exhibi¬ 
tion  of  such  cathartics  as  steadily  increase  the  the  peris- 


taltic  motion  of  the  bowels,  without  inducing  an  unne* 
cessary,  and  wasting  secretion  of  mucus. 

Of  the  seven  who  died  of  Fever,  some  were  brought  in 
dying.  One,  a  poor  widow,  from  the  neighbourhood  of 
Spring-Gardens,  was  found  after  having  been  weeks  in 
Fever.  She  was  surrounded  by  a  numerous  and  help¬ 
less  family,  all  in  the  same  bed,  and  so  destitute,  that 
they  were  fed  by  the  bounty  of  their  nearly  as  poor  neigh¬ 
bours,  who,  however,  never  ventured  farther  than  the 
door.  From  the  history,  and  the  extenuated  appearance 
of  this  poor  creature,  it  was  but  too  manifest,  that  she 
had  endured  the  most  severe  penury  ;  and  she  sunk  in  a 
few  days,  apparently  not  directly  from  the  disease,  but 
from  the  effects  of  previous  exhaustion.  Two  others 
survived  their  admission  but  three  days;  and  a  fourth, 
though  ranked  in  the  list  of  Fevers,  seemed  rather  to 
have  sunk  from  general  constitutional  derangement.  She 
was  advanced  in  life,  and  had  but  lately  undergone  ope¬ 
rations  for  the  removal  of  a  cancerous  breast,  and  en¬ 
larged  axillary  glands,  and  although  the  onset  of  the 
disease  had  much  of  the  appearance  of  Fever,  yet,  in  its 
course,  it  lost  most  of  that  resemblance. 

Of  the  three  cases  of  Water-on-the-Brain,  each  was 
highly  illustrative  of  the  different  forms  of  the  disease. 
The  first  in  order  of  time  was  that  of  a  scrofulous  girl, 
aet.  10,  who  had  been  three  months  drooping.  Just  be¬ 
fore  her  admission,  she  was  reported  to  be  better : — unfor¬ 
tunately,  the  stage  of  effusion  had  arrived  with  its  conse¬ 
quent  fallacious  respite  from  the  urgent  symptoms,  and  a 
few  days  more,  proved  that  this  was  but  a  deceitful  calm. 
Examination,  post  mortem,  exhibited  subarachnoid  ef¬ 
fusion,  opacity  of  that  membrane,  vascularity  and  in¬ 
creased  volume  of  the  brain,  one  ounce  of  serum  in  the 
ventricles.  The  peritoneal  covering  of  the  liver  and 
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spleen  studded  with  minute  transparent  tumors.  The 
pancreas  divided  into  many  tubercular  bodies  containing 
curdy  matter;  and  the  mesenteric  glands  slightly  en¬ 
larged. 

The  second  case  was  one,  the  result  of  which  affords 
strong  encouragement  to  the  most  strenuous  and  perse¬ 
vering  exertions  in  such  complaints,  and  proves  that  vi¬ 
gorous  measures  may,  even  against  hope,  be  ultimately 
crowned  with  success.  The  Patient  was  a  Girl,  aged  IS 
years,  servant  to  Mrs.  R.  Holles-street ;  of  a  full  and 
apoplectic  make.  She  had  been  four  days  ill,  and  during 
that  time  her  symptoms  had  become  most  urgent.  She 
started  suddenly,  and  screamed  violently  every  few  mo¬ 
ments,  but  slept  profoundly  between  the  intervals  of 
pain  ;  rolled  her  head  impatiently  from  side  to  side ;  had 
intolerance  of  light,  and  irritability  of  the  stomach  ; 
and  became  so  alarmingly  ill,  that  her  mistress  requested 
her  removal.  On  visiting  her,  it  was  found  that  she  had 
already  some  degree  of  squinting ;  she  saw  double,  and 
described  the  flame  of  a  candle  as  surrounded  by  a  halo. 
Free  blood-letting  from  the  arm,  and  the  temporal  artery, 
and  the  repeated  application  of  leeches  to  the  temples, 
ice  to  the  head,  blisters,  drastic  purgatives,  and  othei 
auxiliary  measures,  seemed  only  to  keep  the  disease  in 
check  until  the  tenth  day,  when,  the  quantity  of  calo¬ 
mel  taken  having  amounted  to  210  grains,  the  gums  be¬ 
came  affected,  and  the  disease  gradually  subsided. 

A  new  train  of  symptoms  soon  after  commenced, 
which  threatened  to  frustrate  all  that  had  been  done  and 
endured  in  the  previous  severe  combat.  A  high  symp¬ 
tomatic  Fever  set  in,  and  the  hips  and  back  mortified, 
and  during  the  Fever  it  was  necessary  again  to  protect 
the  head  by  the  repeated  application  of  Leeches,  &c. — 
On  the  detachment  of  the  dead  parts,  the  Fever  subsid¬ 
ed,  the  sores  healed,  and  her  bodily  health  retured  stea- 


dily.  But  another  source  of  uneasiness  now  became 
manifest — one  which  caused  her  best  friends  to  regret 
that  the  measures  used  for  her  recovery  had  been  so  suc¬ 
cessful.  It  was  now  discovered  that  she  was  quite  fool¬ 
ish  :  she  refused  food,  laughed  and  talked  to  herself, 
and  her  eyes,  countenance,  and  manner  had  all  the  cha¬ 
racteristics  of  idiotism.  This  state,  however,  continued 
but  a  few  weeks ;  she  then  went  to  the  country,  where 
she  has  remained  for  the  last  six  months  in  perfect  health 
both  of  body  and  mind. 

The  last  case  of  Water-on-the-Brain  occurred  in  a  child 
of  one  of  the  men-servants  of  Mrs.  V.  Rutland-square. 
This  Boy,  an  Extern  Patient,  was  nine  years  of  age. 
Early  in  the  Month  of  December,  he  had  walked  a  short 
distance  in  the  frost,  and  on  his  return,  while  sitting  at 
the  lire,  fell  down  in  an  Epileptic  fit,  and  the  fit  was  re¬ 
peated  for  three  successive  days  at  the  same  hour.  He 
had  long  been  a  delicate  child,  but  never  before  had  been 
so  affected,  and  perhaps  but  for  the  violence  with  which 
the  disease  made  its  onset,  it  had  insidiously  crept  on, 
until  the  stage  of  effusion,  perhaps  of  compresssion,  had, 
when  too  late,  announced  its  presence. 

The  symptoms  were  so  well  marked,  and  the  expres¬ 
sions  of  the  child  so  constantly,  and  importunately  di¬ 
rected  the  attention  of  the  bye-standers  to  his  head,  that 
they  did  not  need  to  be  informed  of  the  name  of  the 
complaint,  and  this  circumstance,  though  it  marks  how 
obvious  were  the  characters  of  the  disease,  gave  some 
difficulty  in  the  treatment,  as  his  family,  concluding  that 
death  was  inevitable,  were  little  inclined  to  enforce  the 
prescribed  measures. 

The  abdomen  was  tumid,  the  epigastrium  impatient  of 
pressure,  and  the  whole  history  of  the  case  pointed  out 
that  the  brain  had  been  sympathetically  affected,  and 
that  the  digestive  organs  had  been  first  in  fault.  On  ac- 
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count  of  the  great  tenderness  on  pressure  over  the  abdo¬ 
men,  general  blood-letting  was  first  employed;  after¬ 
wards  the  temporal  artery  was  opened  with  marked  relief ; 
Pomentino;  the  abdomen  contributed  to  his  comfort,  and 
a  blister  applied  over  the  Epigastrium  allayed  the  ten¬ 
derness.  As  soon  as  some  impression  was  made  on  the 
constitution  by  more  active  blood-letting,  the  further 
depletion  of  the  vessels  of  the  head  was  committed  to 
the  action  of  Leeches — the  bites  of  which  bled  so  freely 
that  they  could  not  be  readily  stopped,  and  thus  the 
child  was  kept  under  the  long  continued  influence  of  the 
remedy,  until  considerable  relaxation  was  produced ; 
and  then,  and  not  till  then,  did  the  bowels  freely  yield 
to  the  action  of  purgatives.  Copious,  consistent,  fcecal 
evacuations,  sometimes  green,  at  others  grey,  came  off 
for  many  days,  with  progressive  amendment  of  health. 
Once  the  Bowels  yielded,  a  smart  action  was  maintained 
on  them— a  measure  visibly  indicated  ;  and  under  this 
mean,  his  convalescence  was  remarkably  steady. 

In  both  these  cases,  however,  there  were  a  few  days 
of  doubtful  and  anxious  suspense ;  but  both  regained 
full  and  permanent  health. 

The  two  cases  of  Pleuritis,  recorded  as  fatal,  afford  ex. 
amples  of  that  which  too  often  occurs,  that  Hospitals  are 
employed  merely  as  Asylums  for  the  dying.  Both  had 
been  so  neglected,  that  one,  a  young  Girl,  survived  her 
admission  but  a  few  hours ;  the  other,  a  Man,  lingered 
till  the  third  day. 

The  case  of  Bronchitis  was  of  fourteen  days  continu¬ 
ance  before  the  Patient  was  sent  into  Hospital.  She  was 
a  servant,  in  the  fortieth  year  of  her  age,  and  from  pe¬ 
culiar  circumstances  had  concealed  her  complaint,  until 
she  could  no  longer  resist  its  violence.  Her  voice  was 
altered,  her  breathing  quick  and  laborious ;  «he  had  a 
severe  cough,  followed  by  viscid  and,  sometimes,  purulent 
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expectoration  ;  a  sharp  pain  shot  out  between  the  sca¬ 
pulae  ;  her  face  livid ;  lips  purple ;  her  pulse  so  obscure 
that  it  could  not  be  felt,  and  she  could  not  attempt  to  lie 
down.  Notwithstanding  the  presence  of  those  unfavour¬ 
able  symptoms,  venesection  was  resorted  to,  and  with 
such  relief  as  to  encourage  its  repetition  on  their  return 
on  the  following  day.  Blisters,  and  small  doses  of  Ca¬ 
lomel  and  Antimonial  Powder,  repeated  at  short  inter¬ 
vals,  were  also  employed.  The  second  bleeding  was  so 
efficacious,  that  some  hope  of  her  recovery  was  indulged  : 
Her  breathing  became  full ;  expectoration  free  ;  her 
countenance  improved ;  she  could  lie  in  any  position,  and 
she  felt  herself  entirely  relieved.  The  pulse,  however, 
remained  still  indistinct.  In  the  middle  of  the  third 
night,  sudden  and  unaccountable  difficulty  of  breathing 
attacked  her,  and  increased  with  such  violence  and  rapi¬ 
dity,  that  in  about  two  hours,  she  expired.  On  exami¬ 
nation,  post  mortem,  the  causes  of  this  were  obvious. — 
The  mucous  membrane  of  the  Branchiae  had  a  general 
blush;  their  extreme  branches  were  filled  with  viscid 
mucus ;  both  lungs  were  gorged  with  blood,  and  the  left 
was  emphysematous.  An  air  cell  had  been  ruptured,  in 
a  paroxysm  of  coughing,  and  the  great  increase  of  the 
volume  of  this  lung,  from  the  injection  of  so  much  air, 
impeded  its  play,  while  the  quantity  of  mucus  in  the 
Branchiae  of  the  opposite  side,  rendered  that  lung  unable 
to  sustain  the  double  function :  the  unchanged  blood, 
therefore,  reaching  the  brain,  no  longer  enabled  it  to 
convey  the  necessary  stimulus  to  the  muscles  of  respira¬ 
tion,  which,  of  course,  becoming  paralyzed,  ceased  to 
act. 

The  fatal  case  of  Haemoptysis  was  similar  to  this  in 
some  particulars.  The  Patient  was  a  Parish  School  Girl, 
aged  11,  of  a  scrofulous  habit,  and  had  lately  under¬ 
gone  amputation  of  one  leg,  on  account  of  white-sw7elh 
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ing,  since  which  she  had  been  subject  to  frequent  attacks 
of  Haemoptysis.  Her  face  was  emaciated  and  exsan- 
guineous,  and  her  countenance  wore  an  undescribable 
anxiety,  at  the  same  time  expressive  of  some  internal 
pain — the  existence  of  which,  however,  she  constantly 
denied.  She  had  continual  nausea ;  frequent  vomiting 
of  a  limpid  fluid,  having  much  purulent  matter,  streaked 
with  blood,  floating  on  its  surface ;  and  the  quantity  of 
fluid  thus  evacuated  always  exceeded  that  of  the  ingesta. 
Her  pulse  was,  at  first,  slow,  afterwards  of  countless 
rapidity:  her  bowels  tardy.  The  portion  of  blood 
brought  up  by  coughing,  was  never  much  at  any  one 
time.  A  blister  over  the  scrobiculus  cordis  relieved  the 
nausea  and  vomiting ;  but  cathartics  had  very  little  effect 
on  the  bowels.  On  the  sixth  day  from  her  admission, 
she  complained  of  cramps  in  the  fingers  of  both  hands, 
and  in  the  foot.  These  cramps  continued  and  increased 
during  fourteen  hours,  until  the  whole  body  was  affected 
with  tonic  spasm,  which  resisted  the  action  of  anti- 
spasmodics,  opiates,  and  the  warm  bath,  and  yielded 
only  to  death* 

The  well-nourished  appearance  of  the  body  but  ill 
corresponded  with  the  emaciation  of  the  face.  The  lungs 
were  sound,  but  gorged  with  blood,  as  in  the  former  case  ; 
their  mucous  membrane  had  a  similar  blush,  and  this 
pervaded  the  same  structure  in  the  alimentary  canal. — 
The  extreme  branches  of  the  Bronchise  were  filled  with 
purulent  mucus  ;  and  the  brain  was  unusually  vascular. 

In  another  case  of  Haemoptysis,  there  is  reason  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  a  similar  state  of  the  brain,  lungs,  and  mucous 
membranes  existed :  but  as  active  practice  was  plaffily 
indicated,  it  was  freely  and  successfully  adopted. 

The  Patient,  a  Female,  aged  20,  had  been  attacked 
with  pain  in  the  left  side  of  the  chest,  and  profuse  ex¬ 
pectoration,  accompanied  by  frequent  discharges  of  blood 
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from  the  lungs ;  and  these  symptoms  had  continued  and 
increased  during  two  months  previous  to  her  admission. 

She  had  the  same  pale,  anxious  face ;  frequent  nau¬ 
sea  and  vomiting ;  sense  of  fulness  at  the  scrobiculus 
cordis,  and  the  fluid  evacuated  from  the  stomach  was  sour 
and  limpid  in  general,  and  exceeded  the  ingesta  in  quan¬ 
tity.  As  soon  as  the  Haemoptysis  was  relieved,  the 
head  became  affected  with  acute  pain,  intolerance  of  light 
and  sound ;  the  pulse  sharp,  and  she  had  a  very  marked 
strabismus,  especially  of  the  right  eye.  When  the  head 
was  relieved,  the  abdomen,  the  Hypogastric  region  chiefly , 
became  tumid,  and  painful  on  pressure,  and  the  bowels 
torpid.  On  the  removal  of  these  symptoms,  the  chest 
became  again  the  seat  of  the  disease :  pain  in  the  ster¬ 
num,  difficulty  of  breathing,  especially  when  recumbent ; 
tickling  in  the  fauces,  producing  cough,  ending  in  the 
discharge  of  blood.  The  inflammatory  action  pursued 
the  same  round  for  some  weeks,  disappearing  from  one 
part,  on  the  adoption  of  copious  blood-letting,  and  re¬ 
appearing  with  violence  in  another.  There  weie  no 
cramps  as  in  the  former  case  ;  but  there  were  unequivo¬ 
cal  proofs  of  congestion  in  the  brain ;  lor,  besides  the 
acute  pain  in  the  head,  intolerance  of  light,  &c.  already 
enumerated :  she  was  thrice  attacked  with  confusion  of 
mind  ;  loss  of  memory ;  numbness  of  the  left  side  of  the 
face,  and  the  arm  and  leg  of  the  same  side ;  and,  on  one 
occasion,  she  had  violent  rigors  for  two  hours. 

A  seton  in  the  back  of  the  neck,  repeated  blisters  to 
the  various  parts  affected,  and  active  cathartics  were 
found  useful  auxiliaries  in  the  intervals  of  the  acute  at¬ 
tacks  ;  but,  then,  relief  was  only  to  be  had  by  venesec¬ 
tion  ;  and  in  six  weeks,  she  had  been  six  times  largely 
bled  from  the  arm,  and  thrice  leeched.  After  this,  she 
recovered  flesh  and  good  health,  and  remained  well  for 
some  time  after  her  dismissal :  but  the  seton  was  neglect- 


ed,  and  allowed  to  heal ;  no  care  was  taken  of  the  bow- 
els ;  the  Haemoptysis  returned  ;  acute  pain  in  the  head 
followed ;  convulsions  supervened ;  no  medical  aid  was 
sought  for ;  and  she  is  now  paralytic  of  the  right  side. 

Two  cases  of  Hepatitis  terminated  in  abscess  of  the 
liver.  One  Patient  was  a  robust  servant- woman  ;  aged 
40,  addicted  to  the  habitual  use  of  ardent  spirits.  The 
attack  commenced  with  all  the  symptoms  of  cholera  mor¬ 
bus — a  disease  very  prevalent  at  the  time;  and  she  had 
been  ill  and  confined  to  bed  during  three  weeks  before 
she  was  sent  into  Hospital,  and  in  this  period,  sufficiently 
protracted,  it  might  be  supposed,  to  excite  some  alarm, 
she  had  received  no  medical  assistance. 

Active  measures  for  the  removal  of  the  inflammation 
afforded  but  temporary  relief ;  and  in  this  respect,  the 
abstraction  of  twenty  ounces  of  blood  from  the  arm, 
was  not  more  efficacious  than  the  application  of  twelve 
leeches  to  the  right  hypochondre.  There  was  total  ab¬ 
sence  of  bile  from  the  faeces  ;  yet  the  skin  was  but 
slightly  yellow,  and  perhaps  this  tinge  was  not  produced 
by  the  absorption  of  that  fluid.  Calomel  (i.  scr.- — ii.  scr. 
in  die)  exhibited  none  of  its  specific  effects  on  the  secretion 
of  the  bile,  nor  on  the  absorbent  system,  nor  on  the  in¬ 
flammatory  process.  On  the  sixth  day  from  her  admis¬ 
sion,  there  was  a  marked  remission  of  all  the  former  ur¬ 
gent  symptoms.  The  pulse  which  had  been  steadily 
104,  rose  to  136:  singultus,  delirium,  and  jactitation 
set  in,  and  in  about  twenty-four  hours  afterwards,  she 
died  comatose. 

Nothing  remarkable  appeared  on  the  inspection  of  the 
abdominal  viscera,  except  the  enormously  enlarged  li¬ 
ver.  On  endeavouring  to  remove  it  to  ascertain  its 
weight,  the  thumb  of  the  operator  descended  into  the 
abscess,  the  wails  of  which  were  formed  by  a  very  thin 
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stratum  of  the  gland  ;  and  the  cavity  of  the  abscess  was 
occupied  by  an  abundant  and  very  perfect  pus. 

One  of  the  cases  of  Hemiplegia  occurred  m  a  woman, 
who  had  an  infant  at  her  breast.  She  awoke  suddenly  in 
the  night  with  a  sensation  of  uneasiness,  and,  ha\ing 
got  out  of  bed,  fell  on  the  floor,  and  was  found  in  the 
morning,  in  a  state  of  insensibility.  After  continuing 
in  this  state  during  three  days,  she  was  removed  to  the 
Hospital.  The  laborious,  apoplectic  pulse,  and  sono¬ 
rous  respiration,  were  almost  the  only  signs  of  her  exis¬ 
tence.  The  left  side  was  paralytic  ;  the  pulse  m  the  Ait 
wrist  very  obscure;  the  skin  was  cold;  and  the  (Eso¬ 
phagus  had  been  included  in  the  range  of  the  attack. 
There  could  be  no  question  as  to  the  cause  of  the  symp¬ 
toms  then  present,  and  no  time  was  lost  in  affording  her 
appropriate  assistance.  The  temporal  artery  yielded  a 
copious  stream  of  blood,  and,  still  as  it  flowed,  some 
additional  sign  of  returning  sensibility  indicated  the  re¬ 
lief  afforded.  When  the  state  of  profound  apoplexy 
was  removed,  she  had  several  Epileptic  fits ;  and  on  the 
repetition  of  (he  measures,  convulsive  twitches  omy  re¬ 
mained.  These  were  most  conspicuous  in  the  muscles 
of  the  face,  and  superior  extremities,  and  seemed  to  be 
very  teasing  to  the  Patient.  They  continued  some  days 
* — varying  in  violence  and  frequency,  but  appearing  to 
exhibit  a  very  faithful  index  of  the  state  of  the  brain, — * 
increasing,  or  subsiding,  according  to  the  measure  of  its 
sensibility.  A  blister  from  the  nape  of  the  neck,  down 
the  cervical  and  dorsal  Vertebrae,  brisk  Enemata,  leeches 
to  the  temples,  &c.  continued  to  relieve  her.  A  tea¬ 
spoonful  of  light  liquid  nourishment  was  occasionally 
dropped  into  the  mouth,  and,  from  the  slow  and  gra¬ 
dual  manner  in  which  it  disappeared,  seemed  to  find  its 
way  into  the  stomach  rather  by  its  specific  gravity,  than 
by  any  muscular  action  of  the  (Esophagus. 
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During  the  two  months  she  remained  in  Hospital,  she 
was  frequently  so  lethargic  as  to  need  especial  care  to 
guard  against  another  attack.  She,  however,  at  length, 
so  far  recovered,  that  very  little  weakness  remained  in 
the  side  formerly  paralytic. 

Since  the  year  closed,  this  poor  woman  wa^  brought 
in  again,  in  a  state  worse  than  she  had  been  before.  She 
had  continued  well  during  the  ten  intermediate  months, 
viz.  from  May,  1824,  until  March,  1825,  but  was  now 
reported  to  have  been  three  weeks  ill.  The  left  side 
was  paralytic ;  her  pulse  60,  small  and  laborious  ;  her 
skin  pale  and  cold  ;  deglutition  impeded  %  and  she  had 
sunk  into  the  deepest  stupor.  The  head  was  shaved  ; 
the  temporal  artery  opened  ;  Blisters  were  applied  to  the 
nape  of  the  neck  and  the  occiput ;  Calomel  and  Croton 
Oil  were  rubbed  to  the  tongue :  and  Enemata  were  exhi¬ 
bited.  After  the  bleeding,  the  pulse  doubled  in  num¬ 
ber  ;  the  skin  became  hot ;  the  lace  flushed  ;  but  the 
coma  and  constipation  still  continued.  The  same  means 
were  repeated  on  the  following  day,  with  just  so  much 
relief  as  to  remove  the  state  of  profound  Apoplexy,  and 
the  torpor  of  the  bowels.  She  sat  up  in  bed  and  made 
many  ineffectual  attempts  to  articulate.  The  (Esopha¬ 
gus  was  still  paralyzed,  and  a  few  drops  of  fluid  poured 
into  the  mouth  very  nearly  suffocated  her.  Frequent 
convulsions  now  supervened,  for  the  relief  of  which  every 
measure  proved  unavailing.  Each  fit  was  preceded  by 
marked  distress,  deep  groans,  restlessness,  and  fruitless 
attempts  to  raise  the  body.  The  eye-lids,  otherwise  in 
close  apposition,  were  widely  separated  ;  the  eyes,  mov¬ 
ing  gradually  and  steadily  from  right  to  left,  were  forci¬ 
bly  directed  to  the  paralytic  side ;  the  face  reluctantly 
dragged,  and  the  whole  body  bent  to  the  same  side.— 
The  paroxysm  then  commenced  ;  and  as  it  declined,  the 
body  became  straight ;  the  face  turned  to  the  right  side 


the  eyes  moved  round  in  the  same  direction,  Until  they 
appeared  to  be  as  forcibly  directed  to  that,  as  they  had 
been  to  the  opposite  side :  at  length  the  lids  dropped, 
and  were  fast  sealed  again,  until  the  approach  of  the 
next  paroxysm.  The  pulse  became  very  rapid  and  ob¬ 
scure  ;  the  eyes  suffused ;  the  breathing  by  degrees 
more  impeded  ;  and  she  gradually  sunk. 

On  removing  the  Calvarium,  much  vascularity  pre¬ 
sented  itself :  there  was  a  very  abundant  serous  effusion 
under  the  Arachnoid  membrane  :  the  ventricles,  also, 
were  much  distended,  and  the  substance  Oi  tne  In  am  it¬ 
self  infiltrated  with  the  same  fluid.  The  Abdominal 

Viscera  were  not  examined. 

The  patient  recorded  in  the  preceding  table  as  having 
Enlarged  Spleen,  remained  in  hospital  after  the  5th  of 
February,  but  the  case  and  its  result  shall  be  noticed 

here. 

R.  A.  set.  46,  by  trade  a  house-painter,  complained 
of  pain  in  the  left  Hypochrondrium,  or  the  superior 
part  of  the  left  lumbar  region,  during  some  months 
previous  to  his  admission.  This  pain  which  he  attri¬ 
buted  to  over-exertion  in  business,  gradually  subsided  ; 
but  he  stated,  that  a  tumor  now  occupied  its  place. 
About  a  month  before  his  admission  he  applied  foi  ad¬ 
vice  :  the  most  urgent  symptoms  then  were  great  weak¬ 
ness,  emaciation,  and  such  general  loss  of  health  and 
strength  that  he  could  not  pursue  the  duties  of  his  bu¬ 
siness  ;  and  he  had  even  fallen  off  a  ladder  on  the  day 
before,  through  weakness.  On  examination,  no  tumor 
could  be  felt,  but  it  was  evident,  that  the  man’s  health 
was  much  deranged.  He  had  a  leaden  hue  of  counten¬ 
ance,  his  bowels  were  slow,  and  from  the  peculiar  dull 
pain  of  which  he  complained,  and  the  sensation  of  a 
tumor  in  the  same  situation,  considered  in  connection 
with  his  trade,  his  symptoms  were  attributed  to  the 


action  of  white-lead,  and  he  was  advised  to  avoid  ex¬ 
posure  to  the  influence  of  that  poison,  and  to  regulate 
the  bowels  by  purgatives.  In  the  end  of  the  month 
(November,)  he  applied  for  admission.  He  had  still 
declined  in  health,  had  occasional  faintings,  and  his 
hand  was  so  tremulous  that  he  could  hardly  convey  a 
drink  to  his  mouth.  He  again  complained  of  the  tumor, 
which  he  said  was  gradually  enlarging.  On  examina¬ 
tion,  a  tumor,  the  size  of  a  small  orange,  could  be  felt 
in  the  anterior  and  superior  part  of  the  left  lumbar  re¬ 
gion  ;  it  was  not  painful  on  pressure,  caused  little  un¬ 
easiness  by  its  presence,  and  impeded  no  function; 
although  the  general  health  of  the  patient  was  gradually 
sinking.  There  Was  no  numbness  in  the  arm  of  that 
side,  nor  pain  in  the  shoulder  blade,  nor  top  of  the 
shoulder ;  nor  any  change  in  the  natural  quantity  or 
quality  of  the  renal  secretion.  It  was  plainly  a  dis¬ 
tinct,  nearly  spherical  body,  not  connected  with  any  part 
either  above  or  below.  The  form,  size,  and  situation 
of  the  tumor,  and  the  absence  of  any  functional  de¬ 
rangement  led  to  the  supposition  that  this  must  be  an 
enlarged  Spleen.  Blisters,  tartar  emetic  ointment  over 
the  affected  part,  alterative  doses  of  blue  pill,  continued 
until  the  gums  gave  proof  of  its  absorption,  a  steady 
action  on  the  bowels  by  purgatives,  all  seemed  equally 
useful  or  useless,  for  he  imagined  himself  relieved,  but 
the  disease  went  on — the  tumor  increased,  was  more 
distinct,  very  seldom  gave  uneasiness,  and  was  so  free 
from  pain  on  touch,  that  he  very  often  struck  it  forci¬ 
bly,  to  prove  that  it  was  without  feeling.  (Compare 
Baitlie's  Morbid  Anatomy ,  p.  269.  “  An  enlarged  and 
hardened  state  of  the  Spleen,  &c”)  It  was  at  all  times  ob¬ 
vious,  but  did  not  appear  to  be  uniformly  of  the  same 
magnitude;  a  circumstance  which  was  accounted  for,  on 
the  supposition  that  this  difference  was  not  real  but  ap- 
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parent,  varying  according  as  the  state  of  the  intestines, 
as  to  distention  or  fkccidity,  protruded  the  Abdominal 
parietes  from  the  tumor,  or  enabled  them  to  approximate 
to  it,  so  allowing  a  more  or  less  perfect  examination.  After 
he  had  been  two  months  in  hospital,  the  fits  of  Syncope 
became  alarming,  and  he  seemed  during  many  day# 
either  hardly  out  of  the  fit,  or  to  be  dying  ;  yet  he  revived 
on  twd  occasions,  when  left  for  days  without  any  measures 
being  adopted  for  his  relief,  under  the  impression  that  the 
patient  could  not  survive  many  hours.  Tincture  of  Io¬ 
dine  was  tried  for  a  few  days,  but  his  pulse  was  so  indis¬ 
tinct,  his  frame  so  emaciated,  and  the  vis  vitae  so  low,  that 
it  was  thought  imprudent  to  persevere  in  its  use.  The 
fits  of  Syncope,  which  used  to  subside  gradually,  now 
almost  uniformly  terminated  in  Epilepsy 5  yet  in  the 
three  months  in  which  he  had  been  left  in  the  hospital, 
as  being  the  only  comfortable  asylum  he  could  have  in 
his  last  illness,  no  one  symptom  led  to  a  satisfactory 
conclusion  as  to  the  seat  of  the  disease,  and  the  very 
absence  of  such  tended  to  confirm  the  supposition  that 
this  was  no  other  than  an  enlarged  Spleen, 

This  poor  patient  requested  to  be  sent  home  early  in 
March,  to  arrange  some  affairs ;  after  which,  he  re¬ 
mained  at  home,  incessantly  harrased  by  Epileptic  fits, 
uniformly  affecting  the  left  side,  and  during  the  inter¬ 
vals  of  the  fits  he  never  ceased  bawling,  and  talking 
incoherently ;  and  whenever,  in  his  uneasiness,  he  rol¬ 
led  himself  over  on  the  left  side,  the  fit  was  renewed 
again.  After  twenty-eight  weeks  illness  he  sunk,  witn 
every  mark  of  effusion  of  seium  m  the  brain. 

On  removing  the  clothes,  the  tumor  was  conspicuous 
above  the  relaxed  and  wasted  muscles  of  the  abdomen  : 
on  opening  the  cavity,  the  liver  presented  a  healthy 
appearance.  The  tumor  stood  out  from  every  surround¬ 
ing  part,  having  the  left  lobe  of  the  liver  overhanging  its 
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superior  hemisphere ;  the  mesocolon  was  spread  over  it, 
while  the  great  intestine  itself  was  pushed  forward  and 
downward  toward  the  Umbilicus.  On  looking  above  the 
tumor  and  under  the  liver,  the  stomach  was  found  healthy, 
and  having  a  very  natural  spleen  appended  to  it.  The 
exterior  of  the  tumor  was  vascular,  soft  in  some  parts, 
and  giving,  there,  the  sensation  of  fluctuation  as  if  it 
contained  fluid.  On  removing  it  from  the  bed  of  cellu¬ 
lar  membrane  in  which  it  lay,  for  no  neighbouring  part 
was  implicated,  it  was  found  to  be  a  diseased  kidney. 
The  superior  part  of  the  kidney  was  healthy,  and  its  ves¬ 
sels  had  escaped  disease ;  but  the  inferior  half  was  pro¬ 
duced,  anteriorly,  into  this  tumour,  the  circumference 
of  which  measured  twenty  inches,  the  length  from 
the  head  of  the  kidney  to  the  fund  us  of  the  enlargement 
nine  inches,  and  it  weighed  five  pounds.  On  opening 
it  transversely,  a  very  thin  stratum  of  the  cortical 
structure  composed  the  external  vascular  part,  and  bore 
injection  with  coloured  size  as  in  a  healthy  kidney  :  the 
body  of  this  tumor  was  occupied  by  a  substance  like  the 
cerebral,  but  inorganic  and  barely  adhering  together. 
The  proper  capsule  of  the  kidney  had  inclosed  all,  and 
was  itself  diseased  in  some  parts — being  hard  like 
scirrhus.  This  specimen  is  now  in  the  museum  of  Messrs. 
Adams  and  M4Dow'el. 

As  there  were  no  means  by  which  this  disease  could 
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have  been  known  during  the  lifetime  of  this  patient ;  as 
many  circumstances  countenanced  the  opinion  that  it  was 
enlargement  of  the  spleen;  as  many  medical  gentlemen 
of  very  superior  attainments,  concurred  in  that  opinion, 
and  as  it  was  entered  as  such  in  the  registry  of  the  hos¬ 
pital,  it  is  still  left  in  the  table  as  enlarged  spleen.  So  far 
as  the  health  and  life  of  the  patient  was  concerned,  the 
most  accurate  knowledge  of  the  seat  and  nature  of  the 
disease  could  have  made  no  difference,  and  it  is  more  in 
a  physiological,  than  a  pathological  point  of  view  that 
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the  case  is  interesting — that  so  peculiar  a  change  of 
structure  had  taken  place  in  the  kidney ;  and  that  so  im¬ 
portant  an  organ  should  have  been  so  altered  from  its 
natural  formation,  without  exhibiting  one  sign  of  func¬ 
tional  derangement. 

The  two  patients  who  laboured  under  Cancer  Uteri, 
and  Catarrhus  Vesicas,  were  permitted  to  close  their  days 
in  the  hospital.  The  respective  diseases  had  so  far  ad¬ 
vanced  in  each,  before  their  admission,  that  they  could 
not  long  remain  a  burden  to  the  establishment.  Both 
were  affected  with  most  painful  and  loathsome  maladies, 
in  which  medicine,  though  impotent  as  to  the  restoration 
of  health,  could  greatly  alleviate  suffering,  and  render 
comparatively  easy  those  nights  and  days  which  had 
otherwise  been  intolerable :  and  both  these  poor  women 
were  so  destitute,  that  the  one  could  not  procure  for  her¬ 
self  a  place  in  which  to  wait  the  few  days  intermediate 
to  her  dissolution,  and  the  other  had  not  a  friend 
even  to  claim  her  body.  These  and  other  cases, 
while  they  establish  the  utility  of  such  institutions  to 
all  cases,  the  incurable  as  well  as  the  curable,  may 
serve  as  examples  to  prove  how  false  a  standard  would 
be  assumed,  if  the  mortality  in  any  hospital,  within  a 
given  period,  were  made  the  criterion  of  medical 
skill.  The  very  worst  and  most  intractable  cases  are 
those  which  are  usually  sent  into  hospital,  and  if  patients 
come  in  dying,  or  incurable,  all  the  exertions  of  the  at¬ 
tendant  are  put  forth  in  vain  ;  yet  more  consummate 
generalship,  more  scientific  skill  may  be  exhibited  in  an 
unsuccessful  combat  with  one  such  disease,  than  in  hun¬ 
dreds  of  ordinary  cures.  Such  patients  bring  with  them 
a  considerable  accession  of  care  and  anxiety  to  the  phy¬ 
sician,  but  in  return,  a  number  of  interesting  cases  are 
brought  before  him  in  their  worst  forms,  and  should  they 
not  admit  of  a  remedy — a,  favorable  opportunity  is  pre- 
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sented  to  him  of  observing  those  morbid  changes  which 
follow  the  progress  of  the  disease,  and  ultimately 
resist  his  measures,  the  inspection  of  which  may  greatly 
influence  his  own  future  practice,  and  perhaps  that  of 
others. 

This  hospital  has  certainly  had  its  portion  of  success. 
The  total  number  of  deaths  is  not  large  ;  and  if  that  of 
the  incurables  be  deducted  from  it,  the  sum  is  but  small 
— but  this,  as  has  been  already  stated,  depends  much  on 
casualties  :  and  should  a  dying  patient  be  recommended, 
he  could  not  therefore  be  refused-— -indeed  the  recom¬ 
mendations  of  the  Subscribers  are  sometimes  premised 
with  the  declaration  that  the  patient  cannot  long  survive, 
but  so  far  from  refusing  him  admission,  one  of  the  chief 
excellencies  of  such  institutions  is  the  facility  with  which 
those  who,  from  pecuniary  circumstances,  limited  acco¬ 
modation,  insufficient  attendance  in  that  most  important 
part  of  medical  economy,  nurse-tending,  or  from  the 
severity  of  the  disease,  need  such  an  asylum,  can  find 
admittance  to  the  comforts  and  attention  of  an  hospital. 
Such  patients,  therefore,  as  should  otherwise  perish  in 
neglect,  or,  if  they  could  procure  medical  assistance, 
should,  nevertheless,  pine  in  the  noxious  air  of  close  and 
filthy  habitations,  exposed  to  the  counteracting  influence 
of  their  own  deep-rooted  prejudices,  the  well-meant, 
but  pernicious  advice  of  every  visitor,  and  the  additional 
misery  which  want  of  personal  cleanliness  and  timely 
care  entails  upon  protracted  illness,  are  at  once  placed  in 
all  the  circumstances  most  conducive  to  their  present  ease, 
and  possible  ultimate  recovery. 
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